THE SCHISM
them were founded upon the loot of Church wealth. She pro-
ceeded to a general pardon—excepting Northumberland, of
course. She withdrew Cecil from the Council, but continued
to use him for public work, and he was ready to conform to and
accept Catholicism. She made a new Council; but it was much
too large to be serviceable because it was necessary that she
should include new men who were on her side, and yet use
many of her old enemies as well.
At the head of the Government Mary put Gardiner, as Chan-
cellor. He had always been Catholic-minded in the tradition
of Henry VIII, and though he had worked so thoroughly with
that King for the schism, events both at home and abroad had
shown him how essential the Papacy was to the preservation of
Catholicism. Mary would have the English people behind her
in an overwhelmuig majority for the establishment of the
national religion; but the anti-Catholic minority had grown
somewhat larger and much bolder during the last six years.
London, the capital, had a more numerous minority of active
Protestants than the average of the kingdom, and Mary knew
well that to the landed classes the success of Protestantism,
through a religious revolution, promised security for their new
wealth, while the restoration of the old national religion would
make them all feel insecure in their new fortunes. Neverthless
she could not but act in conformity with the national will which
had put her upon the throne; she had the great advantage of
being Tudor, she had all her life been popular—in her youth the
idol of the people—and the Mass had been continuous in
England for century upon century, save during the execrated
and criminal chaos of the last four years. She could therefore
have no hesitation in seeing to it that the national religion should
be restored, but she knew what the open and the secret resistance
would be.
Guarantee against France. The second object before
Mary Tudor was one of foreign policy. The great foreign
danger to England was the strength of the French monarchy,
the immediate neighbour across the Channel and always one
threatening to recapture Calais. The other great power, the
rival of France, the Habsburg house, with the Emperor at its
head and including the power of Spain—by far the wealthiest of
the European countries at that time and the best equipped in
ships and men—did not threaten England, whife the power of
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